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1. Descriptive Paragraph 

Descriptive- Rich descriptive words that puts a picture of a person, place, or an 

object in a readers mind. When a person is writing a descriptive piece, there should be 

very detailed observations, write what you see in your mind. All parts should be equal. 

The more detail the better the story. You should start at one point and move in one 

direction as not to confuse the audience. Such as clock wise, left to right, top to 

bottom. The reader should be able to envision the picture that you had in your mind 

as the writer. 

Sample Descriptive Paragraphs 

My Son Joshua 

My eight year old son, Joshua, stands out in a crowd of children because of his 

distinctive appearance and gentle manner. The first thing I notice when I look at him is 

his size. He stands at shoulder height next to me; indeed, he is a head taller than other 

children his age, and is definitely stronger. His weight is a hefty 113 pounds; without a 

doubt, he weighs forty pounds more than other children in his grade level. Recently, my 

husband signed him up for flag football, where he was told: “It is a good thing the 

children aren’t playing tackle football, because he might inadvertently hurt the other 

kids.” Also remarkable is his red hair; it is thick, coarse to touch, and styled in an old-

fashioned boy cut. Hardly a person can pass Joshua without rubbing his head for good 

luck, and saying “Where’d you get that hair?” Joshua’s chubby face is fair, with 

freckles lightly dotting his exceptionally boyish features. His eyes are pale blue, and his 
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eyebrows blond; in fact, white, in contrast with his red hair. His lips are full and 

somewhat feminine, and his newly-grown permanent teeth, which appear large 

alongside his remaining baby teeth, have a wide gap. His shoulders are broad, his 

chest juts out, and his belly is plump. His forearms are bulky, and will someday be 

powerful, yet his wrists retain the same creases he has had since he was a ten pound 

newborn. When we hold hands, his hands feel nearly as large as mine, and are 

unexpectedly soft. His legs are sturdy and strong, and his knees are covered with fresh 

scrapes and purple bruises, received while skateboarding and biking. His ankles are 

also solid; consequently, he can’t wear boots. His feet are size 6 and wide; therefore, 

too wide for slip-on tennis shoes. Despite his appearance, Joshua is unexpectedly 

sensitive and caring; in fact, he still likes to sit on my lap, an awkward feat for me. He 

likes to open doors for me, tend his little brother, and help me grocery shop. From head 

to toe he is a contradiction; although he is only eight years old, he is big and strong, 

while loving and gentle, and that makes him stand out from other children, at least in 

my eyes. 

Honeymoon 

My wife and I honeymooned in Playa Del Carmen, Mexico; while there, we visited the 

ruins of Tulum. At the entrance of the ruins, large palm frond trees stand lush and tall 

with wild life resting on its branches. In the middle of this miniature rain forest is a dirt 

path leading towards a hand built stone wall ten feet tall. While walking through the 

passage built in the wall, on the right, at the top of the wall sat a large, brown and 

green hued iguana. Just past this great wall of protection is a field of green grass 

overlooking the ruin's. To the left is a small court yard bordered by a stone wall leading 

to the aqua blue, warm ocean a few hundred yards away. In a corner section of this 

cramped courtyard, is a fresh water hole in a cave like crevice. As you walk the acres 

upon acres of grass, the sounds of chirping and squawking birds permeate the air. 

Vibrant colored plants and iguanas of all sizes give you an idea of life as it was two 

thousand years ago. Enormous square and rectangular stones capture the eye for the 

beauty they hold both outside and the history made inside. Steep staircases rise from 

the ground to ascend to the top of these world treasures; in fact, a few of these temples 
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were built atop the cliffs of the Yucatan Peninsula. The beach below is blinding white, 

soft coral sand, crushed to a fine powder by swift ocean currents. 

 

2. Narrative Paragraph 

Narration: A story that is written to explain what, when, and who. It reveals what a 

reader should learn. Narration paragraphs are usually written in chronological order.   

A good way to plan for a well-developed paragraph is to write out a topic sentence, 

then write events in chronological order and then write a conclusion. This is a good 

way to make sure you stay on topic and that all the events are in the correct order. 

Sample Narrative Paragraphs 

My First Time in the Emergency Room 

I went to the Emergency Room for the first time when I was thirteen years old. It all 

came about when I was skateboarding in front of my grandma's house and I tried to do 

a trick. I almost pulled it off, but I messed it up in the end and headed to the ground 

with my hands down. My right wrist was twisted the wrong way in the air when I 

landed hard on the ground, it just broke it. At first it did not hurt at all, but when I 

looked down at my warped and twisted wrist, all of a sudden excruciating pain rushed 

through my wrist and I came unglued. Rolling around on the ground yelling and cussing 

in pain, my parents saw what happened and came running to my aid. My dad started 

moving it around saying, "it's not broken," as my mom was saying over and over again 

we need to go to the emergency room to get the real diagnosis. After about fifteen 

minutes of yelling and screaming, I finally got up and held my wrist as I walked to the 

car. The whole way to the ER the pain got worse and worse. Later I found out the 

increase in pain was due to massive swelling against the broken bone. I had to sit in 

the waiting room for almost an hour which seemed loke forever. After waiting 

impatiently, I finally got into the doctor's office where I got an X-Ray and found out my 

wrist was truly broken. 
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Worst Day 

My father’s name is Robert Oeleis, he died on Aug 28th 2003 of a heart attack. It was 

about six in the morning I was sleeping restlessly and the phone rang and I missed it 

then it rang again. I saw it was my father’s house calling to get me up for the first day 

of school. To my surprise it was my stepmother crying on the other line. This was the 

start of the worst day of my life in the short seventeen years I had been alive. She 

proceeded to tell me that my father has had a heart attack and the ambulance had 

come and got him. Then the horror began I asked he’s ok right he’s going to be ok. With 

sorrow in her voice she said Jake he’s dead. Know I started crying and disbelief and 

ran to my mom’s room screaming and yelling. Later my family gathered and 

remembered the day that I recall as the worst day of my life. 

 

3. Expository Paragraph 

Expository paragraphs often explain or analyze ideas or theories. An expository 

paragraph is therefore more analytically structured than series like. A topic sentence 

is often supported by more than one idea that is then supported even more by details. 

The writer's objective is to "prove" his/her position regarding the topic. You as the 

writer are like a lawyer trying to convince the jury of your stand point. Without 

enough support and detail, no one will believe you! The following example illustrates 

this: 

Sample Expository Paragraphs 

School Uniforms 

School uniforms are good for the development of children. First of all, everyone is 

dressed unified. So no one has "better" clothes than others and no one can threaten 

others only because of their clothes. In many schools ganging up on others because of 

what they are wearing is already normal and uniforms are a way to protect the children 
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from such acts. School uniforms also keep everyone from having to buy expensive 

brands of clothes to be part of the society, which relieves especially the parents and 

takes the pressure of being "cool" away from the children. School uniforms also helps to 

put off children being overly concerned about keeping up with the latest fashions. This 

gives young children more time to concentrate on more important developmental things. 

Of course, there are also critics, who say that school uniforms make the children lose 

their own individuality but in general it is possible to say, that school uniforms have a 

good influence on most children. 

A comparison-contrast paragraph compares two things.  

The differences can be large or small, depending on the goals of the writer. This next 

paragraph compares processed and unprocessed food. 

There are many advantages to purchasing fresh fruit and vegetables as an alternative 

to popular processed food items at your local grocer store. While potato chips and 

donuts are tasty and frozen food is convenient, a habit of eating food prepared in a 

factory leads to overall poor nutrition and can cause bad health. These ill effects result 

in increased visits to the dentist or the family physician. A bag of apples might cost 

more than a bag of Cheetos, but savings in health costs far outweigh the immediate 

savings at the cash register. Besides, pound for pound, fresh food often turns out to be 

cheaper than packaged food. Many people forget that when they buy something that is 

packaged or frozen, they are also buying the packaging which lures shoppers into 

buying the product. Commercials on television successfully convince consumers that the 

decision to buy packaged food is logical, but facts about nutrition and value prove 

otherwise. 

4. Argumentative/ Persuasive Essay 

An argumentative essay is an essay that uses evidence and facts to support the claim 

it’s making. Its purpose is to persuade the reader to agree with the argument being 

made. 
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A good argumentative essay will use facts and evidence to support the argument, 

rather than just the author’s thoughts and opinions. 

Sample Argumentative Essay 

As online learning becomes more common and more and more resources are converted 

to digital form, some people have suggested that public libraries should be shut down 

and, in their place, everyone should be given an iPad with an e-reader subscription.  
 

Proponents of this idea state that it will save local cities and towns money because 

libraries are expensive to maintain. They also believe it will encourage more people to 

read because they won’t have to travel to a library to get a book; they can simply click 

on what they want to read and read it from wherever they are. They could also access 

more materials because libraries won’t have to buy physical copies of books; they can 

simply rent out as many digital copies as they need. 

However, it would be a serious mistake to replace libraries with tablets. First, digital 

books and resources are associated with less learning and more problems than print 

resources. A study done on tablet vs. book reading found that people read 20-30% 

slower on tablets, retain 20% less information, and understand 10% less of what they 

read compared to people who read the same information in print. Additionally, staring 

too long at a screen has been shown to cause numerous health problems, including 

blurred vision, dizziness, dry eyes, headaches, and eye strain, at much higher 

instances than reading print does. People who use tablets and mobile devices 

excessively also have a higher incidence of more serious health issues such as 

fibromyalgia, shoulder and back pain, carpal tunnel syndrome, and muscle strain. I 

know that whenever I read from my e-reader for too long, my eyes begin to feel tired 

and my neck hurts. We should not add to these problems by giving people, especially 

young people, more reasons to look at screens. 

Second, it is incredibly narrow-minded to assume that the only service libraries offer is 

book lending. Libraries have a multitude of benefits, and many are only available if the 

library has a physical location. Some of these benefits include acting as a quiet study 
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space, giving people a way to converse with their neighbors, holding classes on a 

variety of topics, providing jobs, answering patron questions, and keeping the 

community connected. One neighborhood found that, after a local library instituted 

community events such as play times for toddlers and parents, job fairs for teenagers, 

and meeting spaces for senior citizens, over a third of residents reported feeling more 

connected to their community. Similarly, a Pew survey conducted in 2015 found that 

nearly two-thirds of American adults feel that closing their local library would have a 

major impact on their community. People see libraries as a way to connect with others 

and get their questions answered, benefits tablets can’t offer nearly as well or as 

easily. 

While replacing libraries with tablets may seem like a simple solution, it would 

encourage people to spend even more time looking at digital screens, despite the myriad 

issues surrounding them. It would also end access to many of the benefits of libraries 

that people have come to rely on. In many areas, libraries are such an important part of 

the community network that they could never be replaced by a simple object. 
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Assignment 

  Maximum mark: 15% 

For this week your assignment is to choose a topic and controlling idea, which you 

can support, making use of details for each support. Here are some suggested topics 

to choose from:  

1. The Internet is helpful for learning;  

2. Reading is good for the soul;  

3. Being good at English is important for my career;  

Note: 

 Try to pick a topic that interests you so that you can enjoy your writing! 

 You are kindly requested to develop your essay in minimum of 200 words. 

 Written by hand or typed (as you wish) 

 Mechanics (coherence, grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization) and 

neatness will be counted. 

 Write your essay on a separate sheet of paper, please.  

 No cover page! 

 Do not forget writing your name, grade & section on top of the paper.  

 

 

 

 


